Measles and hooping-cough, the diseases usually prevalent among children, in ordinary years cut off from 300 to 400 children annually. During the past year, however, these two diseases together proved fatal to only 149 children; the majority of the cases occurring before the outbreak of scarlatina, and after that disease began to decline.
During the present century the proportional mortality of measles has greatly diminished, notwithstanding that it is the general belief that the arrestment of small-pox by vaccination allowed a larger proportion of children to become the victims of measles, scarlet fever, and hooping-cough, and consequently that the mortality from these diseases was greater than before the introduction of vaccination. To ascertain this point, the deaths from measles in Edinburgh during a portion of last century were extracted from the Bills of Mortality, and the following is the result. From 1740 to 1750 the mortality of measles was 5*6 per cent, of the total deaths. From 1750 to 1760 it was 6'1 percent. From the above A few remarks will now be made on the mortality of the other towns in Scotland, from which returns have been received.
The returns from Glasgow, Paisley, Dundee, and Greenock, specify the diseases as well as the sex and age of all persons dying in these towns during the year 1848. Some of the Aberdeen returns, but not the whole, specify the same facts; while from Kilmarnock and Perth, the returns are confined to the numbers of males, females, and still-born. The following tables exhibit, at a glance, the numbers dying at different ages in the towns of Glasgow, Paisley, IJundee, and Greenock, during the year 1848; also the numbers cut off by a few of the more prevalent and fatal diseases in these towns. Scotland, and to have almost quite escaped the ravages of these diseases. Thus, scarlet fever, which has been very prevalent and fatal at Aberdeen, Edinburgh, Leith, Glasgow, Paisley, and Dundee, has passed over Greenock altogether. In these towns, however, the fatality of that disease has varied greatly. From the partial returns of diseases received from Aberdeen, the mortality from scarlet fever appears to have been very high. At Dundee the mortality of scarlet fever amounted to 14*5 percent, of the total mortality, in Leith to 13*1 percent., in Edinburgh to 9'6 percent., in Paisley to5 percent., and in Glasgow to 3*7 per cent, of the total deaths.
If Greenock suffered least from scarlet fever during the past year, it suffered most from typhus fever, the mortality therefrom exceeding a fourth of the total deaths, being in the proportion of 26'6 per cent, of the total deaths. In Edinburgh the proportion of deaths from this disease was 17'6 per cent.; in Dundee, 16*7 per cent.; in Paisley, 13"7 per cent.; in Glasgow, 11*1 per cent.; and in Leith, only 10-4 per cent.
The mortality of small-pox, which formed a scarcely calculable fraction of the total mortality in Leith, was so high as 4'2 per cent, of the total deaths in Dundee during the year 1848 ; 3*2 per cent of the deaths in Paisley; 2*3 per cent, in Glasgow; 1*7 per cent, in Greenock ; and 1*6 per cent, in Edinburgh. 
